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Respected Amatul Hai Khan Sahiba 


Dua of Hazrat Musieh Maud (may Allah be pleased with him): 
(‘Meri Sara’) 


‘O my Lord, I entrust my other children to You as well. May they not be dogs of the 
world, may they be birds of Your Paradise, pillars of religion and defenders of the 
House of God, stars in the sky that guide those lost in gloom, brilliant sun that 
tears apart darkness and opens up way for hard work and progress. You awaken 
those who slumber and You unite those apart. May they be trees of love, the fruits 
of which are completely devoid of the bitterness of malice and jealousy. May they 
be a water-well by the wayside, covered by shady trees where every tired travel- 
ler, every acquaintance and every stranger stops for rest and the cold water of 
which quenches the thirst of every thirsty person and the vast shades of which 
take every helpless person in its refuge. May they stop the oppressors from op- 
pression, may they be friends of the persecuted, be those who accept death for 
themselves to give life to the world and those who endure difficulty but give com- 
fort to others. May they have great courage and noble morals. May their food table 
be open for all, may they vie with each other in doing good, may they neither be 
niggardly nor wasteful. O my Guide, may they be preachers of religion, propaga- 
tors of Islam, and those who revive morals and relight the faded paths of Taqwa, 
be champions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) verifi- 
ers of ‘Lamma yalhaqu’ (62:4) who will uphold the practices of sons/people of Per- 
sia. May they have a sense of honour for You, be ready to fight for Your religion, 
devotees of Your Prophets, true sons of the Holy Prophet, chief of all Prophets 
(peace and blessings of Allah be on him), true and ardent devotees the fervour of 
whose love never fades. O’ my Master, may they be Your slaves, only Your slaves. 
May they not bow to the worldly kings but may they be most humble in Your pres- 
ence. May they leave behind pure progeny and guide the world on the paths of 
spiritual knowledge and sow seed of everlasting piety, may they take the right- 
eous further and reform the bad, may they be averse to indolence and be living 
models of spiritual life. O’ my Living, Self-Subsisting and All-Sustaining God, may 
they, their children and the children of their children be Your trust in this world 
which Satan cannot breach, may they be Your property that none can steal. May 
they be the cornerstone for the building of Your religion which no builder/ 
architect can reject. May they be a sword among Your drawn swords that uproots 
every evil. May they be a hand of Your pardon that is extended to forgive sinners, 
may they be a branch of olive that gives the glad-tiding of end of storm. O’ Living, 
Self-Subsisting and All-Sustaining God, may they be Your bugle which You sound 
to gather Your people. In summary, may they be Yours and You be theirs so much 
so that each one of them cries out at this oneness” 


https://www.alislam.org/friday-sermon/printer-friendly-summary-2011-11-18.html 
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I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah. He is One and has no partner. And I bear witness that 
Muhammad (saw) is His servant and His Messenger. 
laffirm that] shall always be ready to sacrifice my life, property, time and children for the cause of faith and nation. I shall 
always adhere to truth and shall always be prepared to make every sacrifice for the perpetuation of 
the Ahmadiyya Khilafat, InshAllah. 
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(Al-E-Imran, verses 16-18) 


Translation: 


Say, ‘Shall l inform you of something better than 
that?’ For those who fear God, there are Gardens 
with their Lord, beneath which rivers flow; therein 
shall they abide; and pure spouses and Allah's pleas- 
ure. And Allah is Mindful of His servants, 


Those who say, ‘Our Lord, we do believe; forgive us, 
therefore, our sins and save us from the punishment 
of the Fire;’ 


The steadfast, and the truthful, and the humble, and 
those who spend in the way of God, and those who 
seek forgiveness in the latter part of the night. 
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4 Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr (may Allah be pleased with him) re- 
' lates that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said: “When Isa son of Maryam will descend, he will 
marry and children will be born to him...” 


Explanatory Notes: 


In explaining this Hadith, the Promised Messiah (peace be up- 
on him) says: “The Holy Prophet(may peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him)made a prophecy on the basis of the revela- 
tion from the Almighty Allah that the Promised Messiah(peace 
be upon him) will marry and he will have children. This indi- 
cates that Almighty Allah will grant him a son who will be sim- 
ilar to his father in goodness, and will not differ from him. And 


he will be among the righteous servants of Allah.” (A’ina-e-Kamalat 
-e-Islam, p.578) 


The Promised Messiah(peace be upon him)elaborating on the 
prophecy on another occasion states: “Furthermore, the 
prophecy that the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him)will 
have children signifies that God Almighty shall raise, from 
among his progeny, the one who will be his successor and will 
support the religion of Islam as has been foretold in some of 
my prophecies.” 


(Hagigatul-Wahi [English Translation] p.393) 


Writings of the Promised 
Messiah (peace be on him) 


The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) says: 


“The Holy Prophet (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him)has already foretold; 


Which means that the Promised Messiah (peace 
be upon him)will take a wife and have children. 
Obviously marriage and children have not been 
mentioned incidentally, because everyone nor- 
mally gets married and has children, and there is 
nothing remarkable about it. Marriage here 
means an extraordinary marriage which would 
serve asa Sign, and the children are the special 
children regarding whom I have already made a 
prophecy. In other words, the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has 
answered these dark-hearted deniers and has 
told them that these prophecies will surely be 
fulfilled.” 


[Anjam-e-Atham, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 11, p. 337, footnote] 
https://Awww.alislam.org/library/books/Essence-5.pdf p-41 
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EDITORIAL 


It is an absolute honour and privilege to dedicate this issue of An-Nusrat 
to late Sahibzaadi Amatul Hai Khan Sahiba, the great granddaughter of 
the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him). 


Mrs Amatul Hai Khan Sahiba was blessed to have spent her entire life 
serving Lajna Imaillah UK in various capacities. She had great love for 
Khilafat which was evident through her obedience and respect. Hazrat 
Khaifahtul-Masih V (may Allah be his Helper) in his message of condo- 
lence praised the manner in which she raised her children along with her 
kind nature, saying ‘ she was kind , humble and courteous, always en- 
gaged in prayers’. He went on to say that’ she was loved by all, and was 
very sympathetic towards the poor’. Huzoor (may Allah be his Helper) al- 
so stated that he had received many letters regarding her ever-pleasant 
disposition. 

She had the blessed opportunity to spend time in the company of her 
grandmother Hazrat Sayyeda Nawab Mubarika Begum Sahiba (May Al- 
lah be pleased with her), which was reflected in her personality as it 
strengthened her moral values. 


All articles included in this issue testify that she was a noble, God-fearing 
lady, loved by all who had the good fortune of knowing her. 


We hope our readers will be inspired by her ability to remain steadfast in 
her faith even whilst living in the western world. 


May Allah enable all Ahmadi Muslim women to follow in her footsteps. 
Ameen 
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Editor’s note: An Nusrat has reproduced the address of 


Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V (may Allah be his Helper), which was previously published in 


S 


After reciting Tashahhud, 
Ta’awwuz and Surah Al-Fatihah, 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V (aba) 
said: 


‘Today, with the grace of Allah, you are 
reaching the conclusion of this year’s 
Tjtema. 


Alhamdulillah, alongside the continued 
progress of the Jama’at, Lajna Imaillah 
UK has taken many steps forward 
during the past few years. Both in terms 
of members and in terms of the scope of 
its activities, Lajna has progressed and 
Masha’Allah, many beneficial schemes 
and events have been established in 
recent years. 


However, as we move towards success 
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Review of Religions on 19"" September 2019. 
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and prosperity, it is essential that we 
intensify our efforts to protect and 
preserve our true Islamic values and our 
core identity as Muslims. The only way 
to achieve this is for us to strive, more 
than ever before, to act upon the 
teachings of Islam. 


More than ever before, we must 
endeavour to fulfil the desires and 
expectations of the Promised Messiah 
(as). He was the one sent by Allah the 
Almighty to restore the glorious and 
noble teachings of Islam. He was the one 
sent to rectify the weaknesses that had 
gradually corrupted the practical 
manifestation of the Islamic faith 
amongst Muslims over the preceding 
centuries. 


NATIONAL 
JTEMA 2019 


eeAJNA IMAILLAH & 


‘ 


In addition to restoring the lost Islamic 
values within Muslims, he was also 
sent to convey the message of Islam to 
the corners of the earth and to 
enlighten the people of all faiths and 
beliefs to the incomparable and 
universal teachings of the Holy Quran. 
It is for this reason that the Promised 
Messiah (as) stated that his era was the 
era of the propagation of the true 
teachings of Islam. 


We proudly claim to be his followers 
and so it is our solemn duty to inform 
others that the adoption of Islam’s pure 
teachings is the means of salvation and 
true prosperity for the world at large. It 
is our obligation and our lifelong 
mission to illustrate through our own 
lives that Islam’s teachings are the 
means of attaining true peace of mind 
and contentment within our hearts. 


Some people will argue that Islam has 
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already spread globally and query what 
was or has been the benefit to the 
world. After all, there are said to be 
around 1.8 billion Muslims in the world 
and amongst them are thousands of 
Islamic scholars who claim to be 
spreading its teachings. Yet, this has 
not led to true peace and prosperity 
within the Muslim Ummah, or in the 
wider world. 


The simple and clear reason for this is 
that, save for those blessed people who 
have accepted the Promised Messiah 
(as), Muslims across the world are 
riven within division, dissent and 
interpret the teachings of Islam in ways 
that are devoid of sense and often 
impossible to practice. 


The reality is that Allah the Almighty 
sent the Promised Messiah (as) to 
propagate and re-establish the perfect 
Sharia that had been revealed to the 


Holy Prophet (sa). We are the 
fortunate ones who have heard and 
accepted the call of the Imam of the 
Age (as) and we have been charged 
with practicing and preaching all that 
he taught. 


In order to fulfil this great objective, 
Allah the Almighty has not left us 
bereft or ill-equipped; rather, He has 
created the means for the spread of 
Islam in this era. In today’s world, 
television, radio, the internet, the print 
media and social media are just a few 
ways through which communications 
have advanced to the point where 
global communication has become 
instantaneous. 


These are all technologies that we as a 
Jama’at are utilising to spread the 
teachings of Islam. However, it is not 
enough to merely convey the message 
of Islam to others; rather, our objective 
can never be fulfilled until each and 
every one of us become living and 
practical examples of the benevolent 
and noble teachings of Islam. This is 
why the Promised Messiah (as) 
repeatedly spoke of the need for the 
members of his Jama’at to live their 
lives in accordance with Islamic values 
and to live and breathe its teachings. 


I should also add that we cannot claim 
to be unique in utilising these modern 
technologies; rather, worldly people 
have spared no effort in using the latest 
means of communication to broadcast 
programmes and _ content. Most 
regrettably and worryingly, much of 
the content being broadcast or 
streamed in the world today serves 
only to weaken the moral and spiritual 
fabric of society and to take people 
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away from what is good and decent. 
They justify such immoral content in 
the name of freedom, amusement and 
pleasure. 


Thus, where these new technologies 
have been created as a means for us to 
serve and spread the holy teachings of 
Islam, they are also being used by 
others to immerse the world in 
depravity and shameful immorality. 
They are being exploited to lure 
mankind towards worthless, time- 
wasting pursuits that are often 
obscene. It has reached the stage where 
people in deprived and remote parts of 
the world can easily view videos 
produced in the developed world via 
social media that promote an unchaste 
and hedonistic lifestyle. 


When those people, who are mired in 
poverty, or held back by _ the 
circumstances of their nation, see how 
people in rich countries are living, it 
incites frustrations within them. They 
crave the same levels of opulence and 
to partake in these artificial and 
shallow pursuits. As I said, on the one 
hand, we _ believe that modern 
technology has evolved according to 
the will of Allah to help us in the spread 
of Islam, yet on the other hand, it is 
also being used to promulgate vile 
content utterly devoid of morality and 
spirituality. 


For example, pornography or indecent 
films are widely available on the 
internet or broadcast on television. The 
private relations between men and 
women have been exposed before the 
entire world and normalised. This is 
the reality of the modern world and so, 
to reverse this moral decline and to 


promote righteousness and virtue is 
the great challenge of our time. 


You, aS members of Lajna Imaillah, 
must rise to this challenge. 


Indeed, it is the task of Ahmadi men, 
women and our youth, as members of 
the community of the Promised 
Messiah (as), to use modern-day 
technologies to counter the influence of 
irreligious and immoral forces and to 
show that upholding religious values in 


_ the contemporary world is not just 


possible, but is absolutely vital. 


First and foremost, we must ourselves 
avoid the profane and the vulgar. We 
should view or partake in only those 
things that encourage piety, strengthen 
our faith and enable us to gain the 
pleasure of Allah the Almighty. As 
people who have accepted the 
Promised Messiah (as), we should 
absorb those things that increase our 
knowledge of his teachings, which are, 
in reality, the teachings of the Holy 
Quran and Holy Prophet (sa). 


Consequently, we should take benefit 
of the positive aspects of modern 
technology, whilst saving ourselves 
from its damaging and destructive 
powers. Regrettably, the truth is that 
many of our Jama’at members, both 
men and women, are ignoring their 
duty to spiritually and morally reform 
themselves despite having taken the 
Bai’at of the Promised Messiah (as). 


They are becoming influenced by the 
materialistic and irreligious forces that 
darken today’s society. They have fallen 
prey to the poisonous effects of modern 
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technology and are spending far more 
time absorbing vain and _ superficial 
content, than seeking to develop their 
bond with Allah the Almighty or 
increasing their spiritual and moral 
standards. 


Every one of us knows how much time 
we are devoting to watching religious 
programmes or _ studying religious 
texts, in comparison to viewing content 
that promotes materialism and 
immorality. In this era, Allah the 
Almighty has blessed us with MTA, 
which has many programmes that 
increase a person’s religious knowledge 
and so Lajna members must strive to 
watch it as much possible and to 
ensure their family members are also 
benefitting. 


Unquestionably, women play an 
indispensable role in society because 
the future generations lie in their laps 
and grow up in their tender care. This 
fact alone greatly increases’ the 
responsibility placed upon Ahmadi 
women to ensure that they view those 
programmes or read those books that 
strengthen their moral fibre and which 
help them to fulfil the purpose of being 
part of the community established by 
the Promised Messiah (as). 


To clarify, I do not mean that you 
should never watch any television other 
than MTA. However, try to watch those 
programmes that increase your 
knowledge or are beneficial to your 
daily lives. Some light entertainment 
can also be viewed to relax, but you 
must avoid programmes that promote 
vulgarity or indecency. 


As a side point, MTA is always looking 


for feedback and suggestions about 
what type of new programmes can be 
produced, to increase viewer interest 
and to further the moral and religious 
training of the Jama’at. Our Lajna 
members have many good ideas and so 
they should send any comments or 
feedback they have in this regard. 


Moving on, I have mentioned in the 
past how many members of the 
Jama’at living in the Western world are 
those who migrated from Pakistan, or 
their parents or grandparents migrated 
here because they were deprived of 
freedom of religion in their homeland. 
However, if having attained religious 
freedom in this country, they are still 
not practicing their faith, neglect their 
religious obligations and become 
consumed by the material pursuits of 
the modern world, it cannot be said 
that the purpose of their migration has 
been fulfilled. 


Nor can it be said that they have lived 
up to their claim of desiring to openly 
practice their faith as Muslims. Given 
this, every Ahmadi woman should 
recognise that they migrated here for 
the sake of their religion and so they 
must ensure that their own faith and 
that of their children remains rock 
solid. In addition, you should be 
grateful to the nation that has given 
you refuge and the way to show true 
gratitude is to strive to bring the local 
people towards God Almighty. 


Rather than our Jama’at members, in 
the name of autonomy and prosperity, 
becoming immersed in the immoral 
activities and pursuits of today’s 
society, we must steer clear of their 
ruinous and far-reaching consequences 
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and try to protect others as well. Save 
yourselves from those sunken paths 
that are vacant of spirituality and 
morality, as they will not only harm 
you but will also destroy the coming 
generations. 


This does not mean that you cannot 
integrate or contribute to the society in 
which you live. Many Ahmadis have 
grown up here or lived here for decades 
and are now fully attuned to the British 
customs and values and are themselves 
an integral part of this society. There is 
nothing wrong with this. To the 
contrary, every person, whether born 
here or whether they are an immigrant, 
should strive to integrate and fulfil 
their duties as a member of society and 
be a loyal citizen of the nation. Our 
faith requires Muslims to utilise their 
skills and capabilities for the benefit of 
the nation in which they live and to 
work towards its progress and 
development. 


Furthermore, to observe and learn 
from the local practices and traditions 
is a good thing, so long as those 
practices do not clash with the 
teachings of Islam. Simply put, an 
Ahmadi should remember that they 
must not allow themselves to become 
so engrossed or manipulated by their 
surroundings, that they forget their 
basic religious teachings or ignore their 
duty to train their children according to 
Islamic teachings. 


Certainly, those who fail to protect and 
preserve their religious values are those 
who fail to fulfil their pledges. In these 
developed nations, moral values are 
declining day by day, in the name of 
freedom and self-determination. Some 


of our Ahmadi women and girls are 
also being negatively affected by this, 
but they should realise that such so- 
called freedoms bear no relation to the 
success and progress of their nation. 


Can it be said that going to nightclubs, 
whilst dressed in a way that exposes 
almost all of your body and dancing 
with men, will help a country to 
develop and succeed? Certainly not! 


Can it be said that drinking alcohol and 


losing one’s’ senses and _ acting 


shamelessly is something that will 
boost your country? 


Can this be considered service to one’s 
nation? 


Of course not! 


These are just a couple of examples and 
there are many other harmful things 
that are prevalent in this society, which 
secular people try to justify in the name 
of freedom of choice, or progress, but 
which have been declared as obscene 
by Allah the Almighty and His 
messenger (sa) and which take 
mankind away from its creator. Though 
such things are championed as 
examples of a free and modern society, 
the reality is that such impropriety 
serves only to shatter the foundations 
upon which a truly thriving and 
compassionate society is built. 


To debase and lower a society’s moral 
compass, in the name of freedom, is a 
means of undermining the strength 
and unity of civilisation at a collective 
level, as well as individually harming 
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the people within that society. Let it be 
clear that a time will surely come when 
the people of these developed countries 
will realise that what they considered 
to be freedom was actually the means 
of their destruction. 


Now, we have reached a stage where 
even some non-Muslims are speaking 
out to condemn the extreme levels of 
immodesty and indecency within their 
societies and they admit that the 
lowering of moral standards correlates 
directly with a rise in frustration and 
anxiety amongst the general public. As 
a result, there is absolutely no reason 
for any of you to bear an inferiority 
complex or to feel embarrassed upon 
the practice of your faith. 


Worldly people may claim that 
exposing one’s body, dressing 
suggestively or bringing — sexual 
behaviour into the public arena are 
signs of a progressive society and one 
in which freedom of expression is 
valued. However, they could not be 
more wrong. All Ahmadis, whether 
men or women, whether young or old, 
must understand that from a religious 
perspective, such behaviour is the 
height of immorality and cannot be 
tolerated by religious people, who have 
pledged to prioritise their faith over all 
worldly matters. 


Therefore, whilst living in the Western 
world, it is of vital importance that 
Ahmadi Muslims guard themselves 
against the ills of society. As I said 
before, you should not just protect 
yourself, but should strive to save 
others from moral decay and highlight 
the importance of virtue and morality. 
This is how to serve your nation and if 


_ 
= 


you are sincere in this effort, then rest 
assured, Allah’s help and mercy will be 
with you every step of the way. 


In today’s world, much is spoken about 
the importance of mental health and 
mental wellbeing. In this regard, 
always remember that real peace of 
mind is attained through the nearness 
of Allah the Almighty and not by 
pursuing the frivolous and _ futile 
attractions of the world. This point is 
made in chapter 13, verse 29 of the 
Holy Quran, where Allah the Almighty 
has very clearly stated: 


a 


“Aye! It is in the remembrance of 
Allah that hearts can find 
comfort.” 


Here, Allah the Almighty has made it 
categorically clear that for a person to 
attain a state of peace and comfort, he 
must remember his Creator. This is 
not, God forbid, an unsubstantiated 
claim of the Holy Quran. In fact, 
history has proven it to be true. The 
lives of all the prophets of God and 
millions of sincere believers bear 
testimony to the fact, that true peace of 
mind is achieved through the 
remembrance and worship of Allah the 
Almighty alone. 


Hence, do not think that the so-called 
freedoms of the modern world, or 
material lifestyles, can inspire peace 
within a person’s heart; rather, it is the 
remembrance of Allah that inspires a 
person towards genuine and _ lasting 
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contentment. The reality is that 
righteous people feel satisfaction and 
joy in their hearts whenever they 
remember Allah the Almighty, reflect 
on His blessings and the beauty of His 
creation. 


For example, they recognise the glory 
of Allah, as they pass by trees and 
forests. They perceive Him as they 
observe vast oceans and lakes or 
glorious mountain ranges. Seeing the 
beauty and perfect harmony of nature 
leads them to not only praise Allah, but 
also to reflect upon His majesty and 
consider how He created the heavens 
and the earth and all that encompasses 
the universe. 


Anyway, the main point I wish to make 
is that Allah the Almighty has stated 
that true peace of mind cannot be 
attained through worldly freedom or by 
partaking in the meaningless 
attractions of the world; rather, it can 
only be achieved through the nearness 
of Allah the Almighty and keeping Him 
in your heart and mind at all times. 
Remember, Islam is a religion of 
moderation and balance. It does not 
say that we must isolate ourselves or 
forsake all worldly pursuits. Instead, 
Allah the Almighty has commanded us 
to take benefit from and utilise the 
means of ease and comfort that exist in 
the world. 


There is no harm in pursuing those 
worldly or recreational activities that 
are good for our health or linked to our 
personal interest. However, we should 
never let them dominate our existence 
or become our life’s purpose. We must 
never let them distract us from our 
foremost goal, which should be to 


remember Allah the Almighty and to 
seek His nearness. Never, consider 
worldly pursuits to be the means of 
salvation or success and certainly, 
without the grace and mercy of Allah, 
even seemingly good things can prove 
dangerous. 


For example, salt-water will never 
quench a person’s thirst, but will make 
him thirstier and if he mindlessly 
continues to drink it, he will fall ill and 
eventually die. Consequently, even 
though water is the means of life, it 
can, if used improperly, be the source 
of our demise. We are all aware that 


when there is rainfall, the ground 


becomes fertile and lush, but when 
drought occurs the land becomes 
barren and the grass becomes dry. 
Though we live in a relatively cool 
country, the summer temperature has 
been rising in recent years and so, even 
here, we see how the grass loses its 
green colour and dries out during hot 
and dry periods. 


In those countries, where the climate is 
perpetually hot and subject to drought, 
the grass completely dies away and 
animals and other living bodies begin 
to perish. Thus, the value of water is 
limitless and incomparable and its true 
value is only noted when we are 
deprived of it or if it becomes 
contaminated. In a similar vein, if a 
person disregards the blessings of God 
Almighty and pursues sinful behaviour 
whilst considering that to be his water 
for life, he will become mired in 
frustration and despair. 


Allah the Almighty has associated the 
advent of prophets and the teachings 
they bring as spiritual water for 
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humanity, because through _ their 
spiritual water, our souls are cleansed 
and given sustenance. If we accept 
what they teach, then our lives are 
destined for success. Yet, if we reject 
their teachings or act immorally, we 
will be rejecting their spiritual water in 
favour of the worldly salt-water, which 
will never quench our thirst and will 
ultimately lead to our destruction. 


Never forget, that we Ahmadis are the 
most fortunate people, as we are the 
direct recipients of the spiritual water 
given to the world in this era by the 
Promised Messiah (as). If having 
accepted him, we continue to walk 
upon a path of immorality and fail to 
observe the commands of Allah the 
Almighty, then we will be destroying 
our own lives and will be guilty of 
choosing salt-water over the spiritual 
water that could have been our means 
of salvation and triumph. 


Moving on, another thing I wish to 
mention is that some Ahmadi men and 
women, including some of our youth, 
think that the Jama’at places 
unnecessary constraints on their lives 
and are denying them their freedoms. 
However, if they look carefully and 
fairly, they will realise that the Jama’at 
is not denying their rightful freedoms 
in any shape or form; rather, the 
Jama’at serves only to uphold the 
teachings of Islam and to morally guide 
the members of the Jama/’at 
accordingly. We strive to encourage all 
Ahmadis to act upon the true teachings 
of their religion, which are the means 
of true freedom and liberation. 


Regrettably, there have been cases of a 
few young Ahmadi men or women, who 


became so influenced by the wider 
society, that they left their homes and 
abandoned their faith. For some time, 
they may have considered themselves 
to be free or to have attained the 
liberties and fun that they sought. Yet, 
later on, many came to regret their 
decision and expressed their 
embarrassment and shame at having 
left the Jama’at and sought to re-enter 
its fold. They admitted that what they 
thought would be a life of freedom had 
proven to be the opposite and soon 
realised they had embarked upon a 
destructive and dangerous path. 


Always remember that basic wisdom 
and intelligence requires and indeed, it 
is the teaching of God Almighty, that a 
person investigates and _ researches 
carefully the pros and cons _ before 
taking any step or life decision. 


We, who call ourselves Ahmadi 
Muslims and claim to have accepted 
the Promised Messiah (as), must not 
only weigh up the materialistic pros 
and cons, but should also assess the 
spiritual and religious benefit or harm 
before making a decision or adopting a 
new path. No matter the extent of the 
material benefits, a true Ahmadi 
should always be ready to give up such 


things, if they do not correspond to 
their religious teachings. 


Priority should always be given to our 
spiritual and religious values. After all, 
we proclaim and pledge that we are the 
people, who will forever give 
precedence to our religion over all 
worldly matters. 


Before ending, I also wish to remind 
you that the Holy Prophet (sa) said that 
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modesty is an integral part of our faith. 
Thus, whilst living in the West, 
Ahmadis should not follow those 
fashions and trends that are justified in 
the name of freedom of choice, but are 
in reality a means of immorality and 
immodesty. You should not adopt 
those fashion trends, which expose 
your body, rather than preserving your 
modesty. At all times, Ahmadi women 
and girls should follow those fashions 
that are within the confines of modesty 
and through which their chastity is 
preserved. 


It should be clear that every Ahmadi 
woman and girl dresses and acts in a 
respectable way and according to the 
principles of modesty. Sometimes, 
some Ahmadi women or girls fail to 
cover their heads, their hair or even 
their chest for the sake of fashion and 
this is completely contrary to the 
requirements of their faith. 
Furthermore, some ladies wear coats in 
the name of pardah, but their coats are 
so fitted that they resemble a skin-tight 
shirt. Such coats that expose a person’s 
physical attributes are not appropriate 
for Muslim women or girls. The coats 
you wear should cover your bodies and 
your scarves should be worn properly 
over your heads. 


Always be conscious of your dress so 
that no one can ever question your 
modesty and be proud of the fact that 
pardah is the means of guarding the 
honour and chastity of a Muslim 
woman. Every Ahmadi man and 
woman has a circle within which they 
are duty-bound to remain and that 
circle is simply whatever Islam teaches. 
Hence, our limits are not decreed by 
any individual, rather they have been 
decreed by Allah the Almighty. 


Some people think that Ahmadiyyat is 
stricter than Islam, but this is wrong 
because Ahmadiyyat and Islam are one 
and the same thing. The standard of 
pardah required by Islam has been very 
clearly stipulated in the Holy Quran 
and so you should read the Quran 
carefully to see what the required 
standards of modesty are. 


In every respect, we must follow the 
teachings of the Holy Quran and 
consider it our guiding light. 


We must observe the standards of 
worship stipulated in the Holy Quran. 


We must act upon the methods of 
remembrance of Allah that have been 
given in the Holy Quran. 


We must adopt every Quranic 
instruction to the best of our abilities. 


Then we will attain the rewards and 
nearness of Allah the Almighty and we 
will fulfil the rights of our Bai’at of the 
Promised Messiah (as). 


Otherwise, our claim of giving priority 
to our faith over all worldly matters 
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and being ready for all sacrifices for its 
sake, will be devoid of truth and 
rendered hollow and meaningless. 


May Allah the Almighty enable all of 
you to act upon the true teachings of 
Islam, to understand and realise that 
the true purpose of your lives is to 
attain the pleasure of Allah the 
Almighty and to be ready for all 
sacrifices in its cause — Ameen. 


May Allah the Almighty continue to 
bless Lajna Imaillah in all respects.’ 


Munir Ahmad Javaid Sahib private secretary announces that on Thursday 10th May 


2018 at Fazal Mosque London, Huzoor Aqdas (May Allah be his Helper) led the Jana- 


za prayer of Muhtarima Sahibzadi Amatul Hai Begum Sahiba wife of Dr Hamidullah 


Khan Sahib of Sutton, UK. 


She passed away on 6th May 2018. 
Inna lillahe wa inna ilayhi rajioon. 


On her passing away Huzoor Aqdas (May Allah he his Helper) wrote 
the following about her: 


“She was the great granddaughter of the 
Promised Messiah (peace be upon him), 
granddaughter of Hazrat Musleh Maud 
(may Allah be pleased with him) and also 
of Hazrat Nawab Mubarika Begum Sahiba 
(may Allah be pleased with her) and 
Hazrat Nawab Mohammad Ali Khan Sahib 
(may Allah be pleased with him). She was 
the daughter of Hazrat Mirza Munawar 
Ahmad Sahib and the sister of Dr Mirza 
Mubashar Ahmad Sahib (Fazle Umar 
Hospital, Rabwah). She was the wife of Dr 
Hamidullah Khan of UK. 


She was endowed with numerous 
qualities, she was kind, humble and 
courteous, always engaged in prayers, 
regular in Tahajjud, very hospitable 
(mehman nawaz), very loving, and loved 
by all including her relatives, and very 
sympathetic towards the poor. She had set 
up regular funds to help the poor. I have 
received letters from many people about 
her beautiful character. Especially she had 
the honour of serving Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih IV (may Allah have mercy on him) 
after he arrived in London after Hijrah. At 
that time she was the only one of Khandan 
in the UK. At such time she would come 
and help remove the loneliness of being 
away from family. Specifically, through her 
candid demeanour she assisted Begum 


Sahiba greatly in taking away the 


loneliness and yearning of being away| 
from one’s own country. 


She would always try her best to be part of 
every tehrik. She gave her jewellery several 
times at various occasions (of sacrifice). 
She was regional Sadr Lajna for 30 years 
and for more than 10 years she served as 
incharge Mehman Nawazi in Jalsa Salana. 
For the past 5 years she was incharge of 
Nizamat Nazmo-Zabt (discipline). She 
performed her duty as mandatory (farz) 
duty and worked with hard-work and 
passion. She had a deep love and respect 
for Khilafat. During the last days of her 
illness she came to meet me overcoming 
her difficulty. Last time she came a few 
weeks before her passing away, at that 
time she was struggling to walk. When I 
asked that you have come here with great 
difficulty, with a smile and a bit of a laugh 
she told me that she is Alhamdolillah 
doing well. In fact, when her daughter was 
coming to meet me in her last days, she 
told her daughter, that she also wishes to 
go and to take her for the mulaqat. 
However, at that time she was not in a 
condition to come, however, she had a 
great desire for a mulaqat. 


She would always be resigned to the will of 
God. She stressed a lot on prayers and 
sadaqat. She was so watchful (qayam) of 
her prayers that her husband said that 
during her illness, she would regularly ask 
if it was namaz time, put a scarf (dupatta) 
on my head. The last illness was around 
1.5 years old, there were times of intense 
agony, but still she always expressed her 
willingness to be always resigned to the 
Will of God. Even during illness she would 
try to keep busy in the house to keep her 
mind away from the illness. She was a 
Musi and had a wassiyat of 1/9. She had 
given all the required amount on her 
property (hissa jaidad) and obtained the 


certificate. 


She has left behind her husband, two 
daughters and two sons, and 11 
grandchildren. By the grace of Allah Ta’ala 
she did an excellent tarbiyyat of her 
children. Every one of them is serving the 
Jamaat in some capacity. The two 
daughters are married to two devotees of 
life (waqifeen-e-zindagi). She advised her _ 
daughters to always treat their in-laws 
with respect. By the grace of Allah, her 
children are good husbands and sons-in- 
law, and good daughters and daughters-in- 
law. May Allah enable her children to 
always continue her good works, elevate 
her station and grant her husband and 
children steadfastness and tranquillity. 
Ameen.” 


Translation from Al-Fazl International 8th June 2018 , page 2. [https://www.alislam.org/alfazl/ 


london/20180608.pdf] 


Translation by Tauseef Khan, responsible for any errors. 


Dr.Hamidullah Khan Sahib in his article about Sahibzadi 
Amatul Hai khan sahiba wrote, 


She left no stone unturned in her efforts to give her children a moral 
upbringing, with aher main focus being prayers. Late Amatul Hai sa- 
hiba was a very pious woman, who was always praying for the right- 
eousness of her next generation and wanted her children to serve the 
community. Once, a family member asked that how is it possible that 
inspite of your children being brought up in the western society, they 
are Masha'Allah devoted and have not been effected by it. To this she 

replied by pointing upwards and said it was all due to Allah’s blessings 

and prayers. 


Published in Alfazl International 3-16 August 2018 (English rendering by AnNusrat team) 
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ATIA TUL LATIF AHMAD- DAUGHTER OF AMATUL HAI KHAN SAHIBA 


mother Amatul Hai passed 
away in May 2018 at the age 
of 70. 


Inna lillah e wa inna ilaih e rajeoon 


Umee fought her illness with great 
bravery. She was diagnosed with liver 
cancer in December 2016 and went 
through one year of procedures and 
medications to help control the illness. 
Throughout all of this she remained 
amazingly positive. A year later her 
doctors finally told us that there was 
nothing more that can be done. 
Although Umee was initially shocked 
her attitude soon changed. I remember 
sitting with her and Abu at her first 
appointment in the _ depressing 
palliative care clinic and her saying to 
the nurses ‘I have lived a good life and 
Allah has given me so much , if this is 
His will then That’s fine’. I listened to 
her as tears trickled down my cheeks 
and Umee’s voice was so_ strong 
mashAllah. And it’s true, Allah Tala 
blessed my mother with such a full life 
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that when I sit down and think back of 
all the things she did and the energy 
she had it amazes me. And now more 
than a year after her passing the pain is 
still too raw but, as I learnt from my 
mother, it is only prayer which can 
help us and so I turn to Him always 
and ask him to bring me to a place 
inshAllah where I remember her 
without feeling the pain. 


If someone were to ask what I miss 
most about Umee I would say her 
prayers. I remember as a child hearing 
her wake up in the middle of the night 
and offer tahajjud prayers. Then after 
waking up and doing her housework 
she would offer nawafil at 11am too. I 
used to walk past her room and hear 
her sniffling her nose and watch her 
wiping her tears with her dupatta. As a 
child you don’t understand the power 
of prayers. I never understood what 
she could be praying for so much and 
with such pain. It’s only when we grow 


up we realise that the things we need 
to pray for are never ending. And that’s 
one of the most important things she 
taught me ‘the power of prayer’. 
Even at the end of her life when I 
would sit with her she would say to me 
‘apnai bacho kai liyai bawhat dua 
karo’ (pray a lot for your children) . 


My brother Daud had the opportunity 
to work in Dubai for a few years. 

He had promised Umee that He would 
move back to England after 3 years 
and, as promised, he did . But many 
people criticised Umee that she should 
have let her son stay there and advance 
his career. I still remember some 
relatives of ours commenting on his 
move back in front of her and Umee’s 
reply was ‘mainai apnai baytai kai 
liyai bawhat dua ki hai. Mera Allah 
meri duwayai Sunai ga awr England 
mai usko itna kuch daiga inshAllah ( I 
have prayed so much for my son and 
Allah will listen to my prayers and 
give him so much in_ England 
inshAllah). A few days before Umee’s 
passing away Daud was Alhamdolillah 
made partner in a top law firm Such 
was Umee’s trust in Allah! 


One of Umee’s habits was that she 
would feel the need to help others 
when they needed some guidance or 
when she saw they may be doing 
something wrong. But she would talk 
to them with such love to make them 
understand that they wouldn’t feel 
insulted, Umee was especially worried 
about young ladies in our jamaat. I 
can't count the number of times she 
called me and would say ‘pray for this 
girl she is having problems with her 
rishta or for so and so she is upset as 
she hasn't conceived yet.’ and the pain 
in her voice was so real as if they were 
her own children. 
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Umee mashAllah had the opportunity 

to sit ittekaf quite a few times. When 

she would come back she would be so’ 

happy that so many girls were sitting 

ittekaf too and I would guide them as 

to how to pray and at the same time 

she would also be worried that I hope — 

their prayers are answered. She would 
stay in touch with these girls and was” 
overjoyed when she heard good news 

from them. ey 


Nowadays many of our young girls = 
(and their parents) refuse Rishtaasthe  — 
boy lives in another country or after 
their marriage they come back ‘home’ 

as they aren’t able to adjust in a new 
place . d 


Umee was brought up in Pakistan, an ~ 
only daughter, of very loving parents 
and naturally was spoilt by her fath: 
She was lucky enough to ‘spend time 
with her grandmother Nawab 
Mubaraka begum Sahiba (daughter of — 
the Promised Messiah (peace be upon - 
him) who we refer to as ‘Bari Umee’) 
Reading back on their correspondence 

it is obvious that Umee was one of her _ 
favourite grandchildren. In the early 
70's Umee was engaged to my father 
who was working in England and their 
marriage took place within 10 days of 
their engagement. Of course in those 
days there was no _ internet, no 
WhatsApp, no FaceTime. Infact if you 
wanted to call abroad you had to book 
a 2 minute call through the operator! — 
Umee left for England with Abu soon ~ 
after the the wedding and began her | 
new life. And although she had be: 
the ‘Taadli beyti’ all her life that didi 
stop her performing her duties 
good wife, daughter in law an 
law. Umee adjusted ama 


through my mind today. It was this 


message them everyday. I myself 
moved to Pakistan after I got married 
but the distance didn’t seem that much 
because of modern technology. But 
imagine only being able to speak to 
your loved ones every few weeks just 
for 2 minutes or receive word of 
someone's birth or death through a 
telegram. I recently came across a 
letter written by my grandfather a few 
days after my birth saying that he had 
heard from Mobasher (my Mamu) that 
you have had a baby girl and that I 
hope your are both doing well. I was so 
emotional reading this letter as I 
couldn’t imagine how Umee must have 
felt not knowing whether her parents 
had been told about my birth and how 
happy she would have been reading the 
letter. 


Naturally as a mother Umee was 
worried about my own rishta. She 
always used to remind me ‘apni 
Qismat kai liyai khud dua karo’ (pray 
for your own Qismat). I was a bit hot 
tempered and moody as a teenager and 
I think Umee was worried about how I 
would be in my Susral. A few times 
before getting married, when my 
temper took the better of me, she 
would get upset and say ‘beytai bas 
apni saas kai saath na aysa howna’ 
(please don't be like this with your 
mother in law). 


Those words of advice still resonate 
tarbiyat that I feel helped me adjus 


fell in my own susral and have 
beppy married life Alec : 


sheer Grace of Allah that allowed me to 
adjust in Rabwah. 


I feel incredibly proud and_ say 
Alhamdolilah when I think back at 
Umee’s life. She had the opportunity to 
be involved in lajna work and did so 
with great passion. Alongside all these 
things she was a devoted mother of 4 
children and wife. She managed a huge 
house in Yorkshire and was a fantastic 
cook. She loved taking care and 
decorating her home and did so with 
pride. She took care of her self and 
even in her illness she would ask me to 
cleanse her skin everyday and do her 
eyebrows! 


Like other women she loved shopping 
for the home etc and when in Pakistan 
for clothes. But her first priority with 
her money was always Chanda. She 
would always make sure she was one of 
the first to pay her Waqfe Jadid and 
Tehrike jadid after the announcement. 


Everyday I deal with something and 
think what would Umee say about the 
situation. When I was with umee 
during her last illness my youngest 
son was a very demanding toddler. 
Umee used to tease him and pull my 


face close to hers and say ‘Aveed Yai 
Meri beyti hat. Meri beyti ko tang nahi 
—karna. 


I wish she was here with me now to 


lp me deal with the ups and downs 


(6) therhood. | But such i is Allah’ s will \ 


went too soon, we can not fight God's will. Her time was up but she live 
life and for that I say Alhamdolillah! 
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By Shakeeba khan 
(grand daughter of Amatul Hai khan sahiba) 


In a great old oak tree. 
There lived a small strong family. 
Each bird different from the other. 


But one special bird brought them together. 


Wy Dadi, a rope connecting us all. 
Making sure no one would fall. 
But when she disappeared we all fell apart. 


But soon came together with her memory in 
heart. 


We remember her kindness aud all she would 
do. 


Wy wondrous Dadi L will forever love you. 


Everyone in their life will come across a few special people 
who leave an everlasting impression on them. For me, baji 
Amatul Hai Khan, was such a person. I will share with you 
some personal accounts that, in my opinion, reflect her love 
and devotion for family, Lajna Imaillah and Khilafat. 


Baji Amatul Hai’s father, Mirza Munawar Ahmad and my 
mother, Qanta Orchard, were first cousins and had a very 
caring and loving relationship. Thus, with these family ties, 
my mother and baji Amatul Hai also had a very loving 
relationship. Growing up, I always remember meeting her. 
After I married, I enjoyed when we met; she would tell me 
stories of visiting my Nani Jaan and aunts (khalas) when they 
lived in Rabwah. I remember she was very house proud; her 
house was spotless with everything in its chosen place and 
she always liked learning new maintenance tips as well as 
sharing them. 


My daughters were terribly upset when they learnt of her 
demise as they had also experienced her loving nature, as she 
was always approachable and could relate to everyone, no 
matter what age. She always showed interest and was ready 
to give them advice, even in the smallest of matters. 


In October 1997, my family were fortunate to go to 
Hartlepool and the Lake District with the Urdu class. Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih IV (may Allah have mercy on him) had 
arranged a fun-packed 5 days in the North. The 3 days and 


—.— Huzoor (may Allah have mercy on him) 
had given the responsibility of 
= arranging dinner to baji Amatul Hai. I 
remember how excited everyone was 
when she and her family arrived with 
the delicious food. I have to stress here, 
. that she arranged food for about 50 
- people and travelled over an hour and 
~ half to get it to us on both evenings. 
Never once did she show any stress or 
; tiredness, but came in smiling. She 
= enthusiastically and lovingly called 
everyone to eat the variety of food for 
all palates. 


I have always seen baji Amatul Hai 
involved in Lajna Imaillah UK in 
. different roles; as a Regional Sadr, 
- Nazima Ziafat and Nazima Discipline 
at Jalsa, a local Sadr and simply a 
Lajna member of her majlis. I can say 
that she fulfilled all these roles with 
zeal, devotion, humility and a resolve 
~ to be her best. I remember at Jalsa, 
instructions had been given that 
* mothers with toddlers should sit in 
- their designated marquee and not the 
main marquee. I saw baji Amatul Hai 
approach women with toddlers in the 
- Main Marquee and kindly remind 
' them that we should follow the 
> instructions of Huzoor-e Aqdas (may 
=— Allah be his Helper). I even saw her 
asking her own family members in the 
same situation to go to the Mother and 
Children Marquee. She made no 
differentiation between family and non 
— -family members; her aim was to 
—— follow the instruction of the Khalifa. 
-—— Whatever duty she was allocated, she 
did efficiently and was well-organised. 

~~ When I was Sadr (National Sadr Lajna 
— ~~ Imaillah UK), once I was touring 
different regions and I had to visit 
= Yorkshire to support the Lajna in some 
tarbiyyat matters. I was anxious as how 
_ to approach the visit and so I decided 


2 nights we stayed in the Lake District, 


to seek advice from baji Amatul Hai 
(who had by then moved to London 
some years earlier), as she had been 
Regional Sadr of Yorkshire for many 
years and knew the families well. 
During our meeting, I requested if she 
could accompany me and the team of 
Amila members going. She 
immediately said yes. It was invaluable 
having her with us and it was only on 
our way back that I learnt that she was 
travelling to Pakistan two or three days 
later. She said that when the National 
Sadr had asked her to accompany her, 
then how could she turn her down? I 
was truly humbled by her love for 
Nizam-e-Jamaat. 


There are many more incidents that 
can be related, however I would like to 
end by saying that the Khulafa whilst 
talking about tarbiyyat matters, at 
times have directly addressed the 
family of the Promised Messiah (peace 
be upon him), reminding them 
specifically to be role models for the 
Jamaat. Baji Amatul Hai was the great 
granddaughter of the Promised 
Messiah (peace be upon him) and it 
was a true blessing of Allah that she 
resided in the UK and was a role model 
for those she met. I can personally say 
from what I have witnessed of her life, 
that she always reached out to those 
around her without discrimination and 
guided them towards the blessings of 
Khilafat. May Allah grant her a lofty 
station in Paradise and bless her 
progeny with the same Taqwa. Ameen. 
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MRS AMATUL HAI KHAN SAHIBA 


In Loving Momory 


COMPILED BY 


as 


“By those beings who draw people to true 


faith vigorously, 


> & 26 & > 
Oreos lal ay 
In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful. 


And by those who tie their knots firmly, 


And by those who glide along swiftly, 


CHAPTER 79 : VERSE 1-5 


On May 6th 2018 a lady very dear to many, particularly to Lajna 
Ima‘illah of the North East, Yorkshire and Scotland, returned to her 
Creator. ‘To Allah we belong and to Him shall we return’s. 
Mrs Amatul Hai Khan, wife of Dr Hamidullah Khan, was from the 
blessed family of the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him). 
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She was a great grand-daughter of the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) and 
granddaughter of Hazrat Musleh Maud, the Second Caliph of the Promised Messiah, (may 
Allah be pleased with him) and Hazrat Nawab Mubaraka Begum (may Allah be pleased with 
her). She served in various Lajna roles for many years. As regional Lajna president for the 
North East for a number of years (which at the time included the Yorkshire and Scotland 
regions) she travelled regularly across great distances for Lajna elections and events. 
Having lived for many years in Yorkshire, she lived more recently for ten years in Cheam, 
London and served there as Lajna president. 


Mrs Amatul Hai Khan was dedicated to upholding the true values of Islam- Ahmadiyyat and 
someone who understood her duties and responsibilities as an Ahmadi woman clearly. An 
example of this is her service during the annual Convention (Jalsa Salana) in the UK for 
many years, in departments such as Ziafat (hospitality) and Discipline Androon. 


In the memoirs below, it is noted how hard she tried to improve the moral training of the 
Lajna and Nasirat under her care. It is also apparent that she was a devoted wife and 
mother and very loving and loyal to her extended family. She was held very dearly by the An 
Nusrat team particularly, as she was a member of the respected editorial board for this 
magazine and worked diligently and responsibly to fulfil this duty. 


Mrs Christine Atkinson, Sadr Lajna Hartlepool says: 


“After the sad demise of Mrs Sajida Hameed Khan, the first ever Lajna president of 
Hartlepool in December 1994, Mrs Amatul Hai Sahiba supported us with wisdom, kindness 
and love. She helped us through a difficult time. 


To be a Sadr, it takes time and a devotion to your Jama'at. Being a Regional Sadr is also an 
honour and a blessing taking even more time and devotion. Mrs Amatul Hai Khan Sahiba 
served the North East Region again with wisdom, kindness and love. On a personal note, I 
stayed with Mrs Amatul Hai Khan Sahiba in her Epsom home when I was attending a 
Jama'at event. She could not do enough to make my stay a happy, comfortable and relaxing 
one. Nothing was too much trouble for her. Again, her love and kindness shone through. 


Mrs Amatul Hai Khan sahiba was a great asset to the Jama'at. She served Ahmadiyyat with 
true love and devotion and she is sadly missed. May Allah grant her a lofty place in 
Paradise. Ameen.” 


Mrs Khalida Maryam, Ex Lajna President of Huddersfield South says: 


“There is one memory etched in my mind that encompassed Amatul Hai Sahiba, her always 
wearing her burkah and nikab whatever the duty she was a part of. She was a tiny but 
mighty force to be reckoned with! 


As a child, I have seen Amatul Hai Sahiba doing various jama’at work — organising, 
teaching, instructing and even reminding us when we made a mistake. She was an integral 
part of Huddersfield Jama'at, working in various Amila roles. She was Nasirat Secretary, 
President and Regional President for many years. 


Whilst she was Nasirat Secretary, she would have weekly classes travelling from Spen Valley 
to the Huddersfield Mosque. Her students fondly remember her pushing them to achieve 
their best. Her two daughters Attiya and Annie, who often taught too, always accompanied 
her. They always had the important task of organising the prizes at the local and regional 
Ijtemas and so assisted Amatul Hai Sahiba when she was regional president. 


She took us to London for national Ijtemas, taking care of us when we were there, marching 
us in straight lines to sit in our allocated spot. Our dupattas (scarves) corrected, our white 
shalwar kameez gleaming, proudly holding the Huddersfield flag. 


I remember one particular occasion at my Ameen, after completing my first reading of the 
Holy Qur’an. I was six years old and Amatul Hai Sahiba sat on the stage with me and said I 
looked nice. She even took out some maroon lipstick from her handbag and applied this on 
me, much to my mother's surprise ! However, I was now her fan for life! 


During childhood and even now during adulthood, I was always a little nervous of Mrs 
Amatul Hai Sahiba as she was not afraid of telling us the truth, correcting our behaviour, 
our speeches, or any other aspect of our tarbiyyat (religious and moral training), as 
required. She pushed us to be the best we could be and always set us high targets, by the 
Grace of Allah. She told us accounts of the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) with 
great enthusiasm and also accounts of inspiring women and the roles they played. Many 
times, she would also tell us jokes to make the mood light-hearted. 


Occasionally, she would give us practical tips and lifestyle lessons. Once whilst speaking to 
my mother, Shamim Akhtar Sahiba, she told her that she would put left over curry in a bowl 
in the fridge and every three or four days make biryani out of it and her children loved it! 


The memories are many and her impact in Huddersfield is still felt. She was our white rose 
and was the true emblem of Yorkshire for us. May Allah grant her a lofty place in Paradise. 
Ameen.” 


Mrs Tayyaba Ahmed, Vice President Lajna UK says; 


"I knew Khala Amatul Hai since I was a child; she was a close friend of my mother, both 
having grown up in Rabwah in close families. She always met me very lovingly, particularly 
after my mother had passed away. I too was very fond of her as she reminded me of my 
mother and that they were friends, by the Grace of Allah. 


One thing I noticed about her was that she had an outstanding memory and could 
remember many incidents and had a very good knowledge of families and relationships 
throughout the Ahmadiyya Jama'at. She always focussed on the true values of Ahmadiyyat 
in Islam and having come from the Promised Messiah's (peace be upon him) family, she 
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upheld and strengthened all important and invaluable traditions she had gained from her 
parents and elders whilst growing up. She inculcated these values in her own children who 
are all now serving the Jama'at in various capacities, by the Grace of Allah and with His 
Blessing. 


I visited her homes both in Yorkshire, whilst she lived there, and in London later on. Her 
house was always very well kept and decorated; her hospitality was of an extremely high 
standard and her cooking outstanding. She was known for her hospitality and she 
particularly strengthened the ties of kinship through this, by the Grace of Allah. She had an 
exceptional love and respect for Khilafat and was blessed by hosting the Caliph of the time in 
her home on more than one occasion. 


I do not know why, but when she moved from the North East, she reeommended my name 
as the next Regional President, an honour but also a huge responsibility for which I knew I 
was completely unworthy! She always encouraged me in this Lajna role and later when I 
served as An Nusrat English Editor, I had the honour of working with her, as she was one of 
the Editorial Board members. I can remember thinking that she seemed to know and 
understand the writers and their backgrounds on a much deeper level than I could and was 
in many ways much more discerning than I was. 


Alhamdolillah (all praise belongs to Allah), she was in short, like those special people 
described by Allah in the verses above. She drew the Lajna, Nasirat and her own family close 
to faith, she strengthened the ties of kinship, she excelled in many good deeds and virtues 
and she led by showing us the best way for an Ahmadi lady to live. She managed her home, 
family, children, and guests in the best manner she possibly could, by the Grace of Allah. It 
was a pleasure to know her and she will be missed by so many. May Allah grant her the best 
reward of her actions and a lofty place in His Paradise. May her family be comforted and 
may her children and Lajna Ima’illah be able to follow her in all things good, Ameen.” 


REFERENCES: 


1. The Holy Quran, translated by Hazrat Maulvi Sher Ali (page 717, Ch79, v1-6) 
2. The Holy Quran, translated by Hazrat Maulvi Sher Ali (page 24, Ch2, v157) 


IN one’s life there can sometimes be found a few 
select people that profoundly have an effect to the 
extent that they are always somewhere near in 
one’s conscience. For me, Amatul Hai Khan 
Sahiba was this kind of person. 


My very first memory of Baji was at Jalsa Salana. 
On this particular Jalsa, I had the blessing of 
being in charge of the cleanliness team inside the 
main marquee. I came to the Nazima office after 
lunchtime and saw a lady lying on the couch 
seemingly exhausted. Throughout the weekend I 


saw her lying there, always after lunch but 
did not see her at any other time. I enquired 
and was simply told ‘She is Ziafat.’ Years 
later, now fully aware of who this special 
person was, I myself was given this same 
duty of overseeing Ziafat. I found myself on 
M Y M ; 4 0 R | E 5 the same couch exhausted and close to tears, 

as this new job of feeding thousands in a 
very short time was overwhelming. I 
marvelled at how Baji, who was quite my 


senior, had managed this for so long. Baji 
A S p E C : L L A i Y came and sat with me and explained all the 
changes she had made over the years and 
showed me the humorous side of the job, 
ki practical and_ easy, 
not worry about. We 


that weekend and I was 
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Baji Amatul Hai Y Fi that you 


felt you cou eak to her about anything, and 

ild she listen but she would give you 
real care and consideration in her answer. She 
exuded both humbleness and purpose at the same 
time, with a very healthy mix of humour thrown 
in. Her smile was very special and drew you 
towards her even if she was across the room. No 
matter how difficult a situation, she was able to 
laugh about it. This ease about her was 
something I realised you only have when you have 


- 


given yourself up completely to your faith and you have a deep 
connection to Khilafat. I learned from her that this deep faith helps you 
to give something your all, but really the rest is up to Allah and this is a 
comfort. 


Her love of children was deep and apparent. She once saw my young 
daughter upset and pulled her close to herself. She took a small, glass 
bottle from her bag and gave Sadeegqa a handful of Saunf, a sweet mix of 
fennel seeds. Sadeeqa loved it and settled down, so Baji gave her the 
entire bottle. From then on, whenever Baji saw Sadeeqa at an event she 
gave her an entire bottle of her own. On the odd occasion that she did 
not have one with her, she still called Sadeeqa over and promised to 
bring her one. Once a promised bottled was delivered via her daughter 
in law, Dr Fariha Khan and I marvelled at how she had remembered! 
For Sadeeqa, who had no living grandparents on either side, this was a 
special thing and made her trips to Jamaat events very precious. I 
suspect Baji knew this as my late mother-in-law had also kept the exact 
same bottle in her handbag! 


Being a mother is a job that causes more worry than any other. 
Alhamdulillah, I have sons as well as daughters but was conscious that 
equality is not always given when raising both. I wanted my sons to 
become those useful members of society who would also help their 
wives in all aspects of life. To this end, Baji was a font of knowledge. 
Her thoughts on raising sons differed from the norm of how Pakistani 
mothers viewed their sons. She spoke many times on this topic, about 
the equal treatment of sons and daughters and teaching sons to be 
useful in the house and to perform duties that boys are not usually 
asked to. This was very refreshing and progressive and I hope that 
many mothers were able to take advantage of her wisdom as I was. 


There are many small incidences that will remain in my memory of Baji 
and how she touched my life. I pray that every person who came into 
contact with her is able to learn and use her wisdom to benefit future 
generations. Ameen. 
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Bibi Amatul Hai Khan Sahiba 
A LADY OF MANY QUALITIES 


BY DR AMTUL SHAFEE SAMI - SCUNTHORPE MAJLIS 


Bibi Amatul Hai Sahiba was a woman 
of great values. She was a kind, loving 
and caring lady. She served as Regional 
Lajna President of the North East and 
Yorkshire regions for a long time. She 
was very close to lajna members in the 
region. Her distinguished family 
background was not a barrier but a 
source of bonding for lajna members. 
She practised Jama’at values to a high 
level. She dedicated a lot of time and 
effort for the betterment of Lajna 
Imaillah. 


She was a kind and caring lady, who 
treated all lajna members of this region 
as her sisters or daughters. She had a 
unique way of training Lajna with 
kindness and prayers. She never raised 
her voice, never showed anger or 
frustration. She always had a beautiful 
smile on her face. If she would see a 
weakness, she would mention this 
without hesitation. She used to ring 
local Lajna presidents and would have 
frank discussions with them about the 
weaknesses in Lajna and how to 
address them. 


Once in a wedding ceremony, young 
girls of the family started to dance on 
the stage. Bibi Sahiba, having great 
respect for our religious values, 
stopped them. In fact, she went onto 
the stage and brought the girls down. 
She was not afraid of what these young 
girls might think of her. All she wanted 
was to stop the girls developing 
unIslamic habits. 
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Once on the birth of a daughter, she 
congratulated the mother and said that 
the beauty of a house is with girls. 


She observed purdah strictly. She not 
only instilled the importance of purdah 
in girls, but made young boys aware of 
its importance in a beautiful manner. 
She used to teach the Holy Quran to 
young boys. She would say to them 
that they must finish the Holy Quran 
before the age of 10, after which she 
would observe purdah from them. In 
this way, she explained the delicate 
concept of segregation between men 
and women in Islam. 


I remember whenever I contacted her 
for advice, she would say in a lovely 
tone, ‘Yes, yes, I know you.’ She would 
always give advice full of wisdom. She 
had a great respect for the institution "e 
of Khilafat. Once she said to me, ‘T tell) 
Huzur (may Allah be ¢hi 
everything. I don’ ride 

Lajna from him.’ 
she wanted to € 
she wanted Laj 
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BAJl AMATUL HAI 


BY LUBNA SOHAIL 


NATIONAL SECRETARY ISHA’AT LAJNA IMAILLAH UK 


Allah the Almighty revealed to the 
Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) 
that He would increase and bless his 
progeny and followers. Via history it is 
evident that Allah truly has fulfilled 
this promise. 


Baji Amatul Hai was __ the 
granddaughter of Hazrat Khalifatul 
Messiah II (may Allah be pleased with 
him). 


Over the years that I was able to spend 
in her company, I was able to make 
some very fond memories of our time 
together. 


From the very beginning, while serving 
in Nusrat Jahan Academy, I was given 
the opportunity to start a close 
relationship with her. The academy 
was newly developed and therefore 
there was a high demand for teachers, 
especially those who could teach the 
English Language. During these days, 
Baji Amatul Hai and her family were 
on a trip from England to Rabwah. She 
sent her eldest daughter, Noor-Ul]-Ain, 
twice to the academy to teach the 
children English. She was very 
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humbled by the fact that her daughter 
had the opportunity to serve the 
academy. 


I was able to spend a little but precious 
time with Baji Amatul Hai. Whilst 
travelling from Yorkshire and 
Birmingham, I was given the chance to 
spend some time with her. I saw that in 
Yorkshire she met everybody with a 
sincere smile on her face. She would 
listen attentively and ask about 
everyone at home. Not only that but 
she would speak to the others in their 
respective mother tongue. Upon 
hearing her talk, I told her that she is 
able to communicate with others very 
efficiently even in other languages. At 
this she replied that she had learnt the 
different languages whilst living and 
spending some time with them. 


Guiding me, she told me to keep a 
personal connection with everyone I 
met. She said I should always try to 
meet and talk with as many people as I 
could, even if you have to travel some 
distances, then do so. She told me to 
take part in everybody’s happiness and 
sorrow. She wanted to gather all the 


people whom she had met and talked 
with, to come together and stay in 
touch with each other and most 
importantly remain close with the 
Jamaat. She would often say that once 
you have made personal connections 
with others, they are more likely to 
listen to you and obey you. 


During Jjtema she would attend 
meetings with all the  tarbiyyat 
secretaries from across the country. 
Her basic message would be to have 
personal contact with everyone and if 
you find something difficult, make a 
start on it and the others will join in to 
help. She told us that she has never 
given any excuse not to serve the 
Jamaat in any capacity. She always 
prioritised the Jamaat over herself. 
However, due to some circumstances 
she was not able to fulfil her duties to 
the best of her abilities and therefore 
apologised and said it would be better 
for someone else to continue the work 
so the Jamaat work would not be 
affected in any way. 


I was given the opportunity to serve in 
the Tarbiyyat department. Here too 
she guided me. In the Umahat 
workshop she told us that mothers 
usually pay a lot of attention in the 
tarbiyyat of their daughters and not so 
much of their sons. She reminded us 
that the tarbiyyat of the sons is of equal 
importance and that the mothers 
should pay attention to their tarbiyyat 
from childhood. Do not think that the 
sons will learn by themselves when 
they grow up. Get them to be used to 
doing housework from a very young 
age and be stern with them that they 
should never get into fights with their 
sisters, as young children tend to 
normally do. If this is not done during 
childhood, adopting these manners 
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will be much harder as they grow up. 
The sons may develop false habits 
which they may use against their 
families which could result in negative 
effects on the household. Dr Fariha 
Khan, who is her daughter-in-law, also 
agrees with this point. 


In the Rishta Nata workshop, she 
always told the parents to pray for their 
children’s partners that they may be 
blessed with pious spouses. If a child 
says that he or she wants to get a 
rishta, this request should then be 
taken seriously. 


She would also say, if possible, always 
try to take your children to your home 
country. Let them meet your relatives 
so that they know what their values 
are. Moreover, she used to say, ponder 
upon why most people do not have a 
positive attitude towards Pakistani 
children. If the children had the perfect 
role models of their parents while 
growing up, they would surely love 
their values. She used to say that all 
her children’s rishte were done in 
Pakistan and Alhamdollilah they 
turned out very well and the children 
are very happily living together. Always 
pray to Allah for pious partners and try 
to follow the guidelines as given by the 
Holy Prophet (may peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) of finding a 
suitable rishta. 


She once told me of an incident which 
had a strong impact on me. This was 
regarding her daughter. Her daughter 
once raised her voice to her. Baji 
Amatul Hai responded by saying “I am 
your mother so I can tolerate this. 
However if you speak like this to your 
mother-in-law, that I will not be able to 
tolerate.” She would often tell others 


that regardless of how hard times may 
become living with your in-laws, you 
should always show patience and 
respect them, especially the mothers-in 
-law. On the other hand, she would 
also tell the mothers-in-law that it is 
essential for them to also respect and 
accept their daughters-in-law and that 
they should always show immense love 
to them and make them a firm member 
of the family. 


She also had an element of humour in 
her nature. For this reason, anyone 
who met her would always enjoy her 
company. 


She was always grateful. Once, Jalsa 
posters were made _ for each 
department and she was overjoyed and 
very thankful when she came to see 
that a special poster was made for her 
department as well. 

She was a member of the editorial 
board of the UK’s National magazine. 
She would read every article and give 
feedback on it. Till her demise she kept 
up with this, despite her ill health. 


May Allah always shower His infinite 
blessings upon her and may He 
provide her a lofty place in Paradise. 
Ameen. 


Hazrat Khalifatul- Masih V (may Allah be his Helper) said, 


“You should not just hope for the best for yourself and your families, but 
should desire that all people are able to love with peace, security and in com- 
fort. We claim to show love for all and so our love should not just be exhibited 
towards others but we must display love amongst ourselves. Thus, do not 
speak ill of others but instead help and care for one another. 


Do not spread rumours or highlight the weaknesses of others, rather share 
their burdens and try to remove their difficulties and provide ease for them. 
Always remember that Allah has said in the Qur’an that true believers are 
those who maintain a spirit of compassion and sympathy. And so those who 
wish to be counted amongst true believers and who wish to follow the true 
teachings of the Holy Qur’an must always display love, empathy and kindness. 
If you respect others and are openhearted you will see that many bad habits 
such as speaking ill of others will naturally die away and this is extremely im- 
portant in today’s society.” 
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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH THE GRACIOUS THE MERCIFUL 


| OFTEN THINK OF Badgl AMATUL HAI 


BY PETRA AHMAD 


hen I think of Baji Amatul Hai 
W: see that formidable Lady 

who resolutely fulfilled her 
duty wherever she was and did not 
rest until she was sure all is 
prepared, taken care of, up and 
running and looked after. 
I got to know her closely when I was 
entrusted with the office of Sadarat 
of Lajna Imaillah UK. Being new to 
all those overwhelming 
responsibilities I was _ praying 
feverishly for as many Sultane 
Naseera as my Gracious and Merciful 
Allah deemed necessary to discharge 
my duty to the best of my humble 
abilities, and Allah, in His ever- 
ending Love and Grace, sent me lots 
of sisters and brothers to my aid. Baji 
Amatul Hai was one of those God- 
sent helpers. No matter what I asked 
her to do she would take the given 
task and bring it to a_ highly 
satisfactory conclusion. It made no 
difference whether the task was big 
or small, she would approach them 
with the same enthusiasm and desire 
to do it as good as it possibly could be 
done. 


Some areas are particularly etched 
into my memory. Her unwavering 
trust in Allah, her deep love for 


Khilafat, her vehement defense of the 
Nizam e Jamaat, her sense of duty, 
and her overwhelming passion for 
Lajna, in particular the growing 
future generation. She would get so 
upset and worked up when she 
heard, or saw, or suspected that 
children or young people were in 
danger of making wrong choices or 
were not educated and _ guided 
enough by their parents’ or 
responsible adults around them. It 
caused her such heartache, because 
she loved them so much with all her 
heart and would leave no stone 
unturned in trying to assist them. 
Wearing her heart on her sleeve, Baji 
Amatul Hai could be very direct in 
her approach. She never feared 
anything or anyone accept Allah and 
would approach the relevant people 
in a_ straightforward and_ direct 
manner. No beating around the bush. 
No backbiting. Baji would let you 
know what was on her mind. But she 
would also be at your side with 
wisdom, advice and practical help. 
Not just for a day or two, but all the 
way. 


Her sense of duty was a source of 
comfort for me, not only as sadr. I 
experienced it during Jalsa Salana, 


when Baji was Nazima Ziafat. A task 
so big, that only very few people 
really understand what it 
encompasses. Baji would hardly eat 
or sleep during Jalsa time. She took 
full responsibility for everything, 
determined to make the feeding of 
thousands of women of all ages and 
needs, with or without children, 
comfortable, smooth and as trouble- 
free as possible under sometimes 
exceptionally challenging and 
unpredictable circumstances. But 
Baji did not only manage her team of 
highly dedicated sisters, she trained 
them and prepared them to take 
responsibility for themselves in the 
future. Another feature of her 
personality. 


Later into my time as Sadr, Baji was 
allocated the duty of discipline in the 
main Jalsa Gah. Every duty during 
Jalsa is huge and challenging. Some 
hidden, some more _ prominent. 
Discipline in the main Jalsa Gah was 
very prominent, as it was directly 
noticeable to Huzoor e Aqdas, Appa 
jaan, distinguished guests, and of 
course every sister present in the 
marquee. Again, with the help of our 
Gracious Allah and the guidance of 
our beloved Khalifa, Baji Amatul Hai 
organised her teams efficiently and 
while walking up and down the lines 
herself, would request silence in her 
very own direct style. She never 
differentiated or favoured one over 
the other. Young or old, office bearer 
or not, she appreciated everyone's 
efforts or pointed out weaknesses if 
she felt the need. However, regarding 
the Nizam, she would practice 
respect and obedience to office 
bearers. 


Baji Amatul Hai was one of the 


guideposts my beloved Allah had 
given me to learn and grow in my 
task as a Lajna member and as a 
Sadr. She taught me many lessons 
with great humbleness and her heart 
was big enough to admit mistakes 
and apologise. She was part of the 
fabric of Lajna Imaillah UK for me. I 
loved the twinkle in her eye and I 
miss her sense of humour, her caring 
way to ask how I am and her 
comments on current issues. May 
Allah grant her a lofty place in 
paradise amongst His beloved 
servants and us the ability to adopt 
all those beautiful sides of her 
personality. Ameen. 


Huzoor(may Allah be his Helper) elabo- 
rated the responsibilities of women , 


Always seek to increase your faith and to 
travel on those blessed paths that Allah 
the Almighty has Himself commanded 
us to walk upon. Always strive to fulfil 

the objectives for which the Promised 
Messiah (peace be upon him) was sent. 
Tread upon those golden walkways that 
lead directly to Him. Pay heed to the 
words and instructions of the Promised 
Messiah (peace be upon him), who has 
taught us how to attain the love of our 
Creator. Always pray that you remain 
steadfast in your faith. Rest assured, if 
you remain firmly attached to Ahmadiy- 
yat, Allah the Almighty will never for- 
sake you. Instead, He will grant you the 
status of a true believer and count you 
amongst the truthful. As long as Allah 
the Almighty continues to bless the Ah- 
madiyya Muslim Community with noble 
women and devoted mothers, who fulfil 
their own pledges and who train their 
children to be pious ambassadors and 
servants of Ahmadiyyat, any and every 
attempt to harm or destroy our Commu- 
nity will be doomed to fail. 


https: //www.alislam.org/articles/womens- 


responsibilities-fulfilling-conditions-of-baiat/ 


Today I will share some of the memories I have of my beloved Phupi Amatul 
Hai, who sadly passed away in 2018. Phupi Amatul Hai was the sister of my 
paternal grandfather which made her my great aunt. 


My earliest memories of her are when I used to visit her house in Yorkshire. | 
remember spending time with her and eating ice cream with a lot of chocolate 
sauce drizzled on top. She always had her freezer stocked with ice cream 
because she knew we all loved it so much. 


Phupi Amatul Hai was one of the kindest people I know. She was always there 
for us and treated us like her own grandchildren, with love and compassion. I 
remember that, when my own maternal grandmother, Amtul Mateen, sadly 
in 2013, we went to Phupi Amatul Hai’s house in London on Eid. 
helmed with sadness and it was there that I broke down. Phupo 
nveloped me in a tight hug, comforting me and making sure to keep 
her for the rest of the night. Her warmth and kindness made me 
in a time where I thought nothing was going to help and it was that 
at I started to see her as a grandmother figure. 


ih Phupo and Phupa visited us some times after we moved to 
erlands. I remember having breakfast with Phupi Amatul Hai in the 
and talking to her about all kinds of things. She gave sound advice 
and she would always help and guide me firmly, but kindly. Phupi Amatul Hai 
iS"also always urging us to maintain the bond we have with Allah and to do 
ood deeds so that we make Huzoor (may Allah be his Helper) proud of us. I 
ill never forget the life lessons she taught me. 


I am glad I got to spend some days with Phupo a few days before her passing 
and I cherish the moments I held her hand for hours and was close to her. 
Phupo had, and continues to have, an incredible influence on my life and I will 
always try to strive to be the kind of person who makes her proud. A day 
doesn’t go by that I don’t miss her. May Allah grant her a high place in 


Paradise, Ameen. By Ctemun Kalood Chtmad 
She Vetherlands 


Today I would like to share a few memories of Phupi Amatul 
Hai. She was my great aunt as she was my grandfather’s (Dada) 
younger sister. She was very kind and loving with us. She treated 
us like we were her grandchildren and we were very fond of her 
as well. 


She was an amazing cook and offered us delicious food 
whenever we visited. She knew I loved ice cream and she always 
gave me some. 


Phupi Amatul Hai and Phupa Hamidullah visited us in the 
Netherlands a few times. She always brought us presents. I still 
have some of the craft kits she brought for me on one of her 
trips. On of her visits two years ago we visited the Bait ul Afiyat 
Mosque in Almere when it was still being constructed. She was 
very happy to see it and wished to be here for the opening. Sadly 
that did not happen but Phupa came for the occasion. 


On one of her visits, which was soon after our national Ijtema, I 
read out a poem to her which was: 


“Mein upnay piyaroun ki nisbat” by Hadhrat Musleh 
Mauood (may Allah be pleased with him) 


And she commented that she wishes that her children always 
follow the words of advice in this poem. 


When my little baby brother was born and was named Munawar 
by Huzoor (may Allah be his Helper) she was delighted that he 
was named after her beloved father. 


I am happy that I was able to visit her a few days before she 
passed away. I really miss Phupi Amatul Hai a lot. May Allah 
keep her always very happy in paradise. Ameen 


By Samiya akbar Cthmad 
She Vatherlands 
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